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Last September 9th, some 420 BYU–Idaho faculty members gathered 
on campus for the annual Faculty Conference. It was the largest group to 
assemble for this event in the last five years. This annual conference presents 
an opportunity for instructors from every discipline to come and learn from their 
colleagues. Those presenting this year were carefully and thoughtfully selected 
by the dialogue committee, led by Mark Orchard. The ideas shared there 
represented a variety of topics of interest for instructors across the campus. 

Because of the new, 20-minute session format, there were ample opportunities 
to hear from multiple presenters who came to share their knowledge and 
experiences with attendees. The 20-minute format, however, also had its 
challenges, such as the ability for participating faculty members to convey their 
main ideas and concepts in such a short period of time. Because of this time 
constraint, many of the presenters were only able to give a sample of what 
they truly had to offer, touching primarily on their main points. 

Therefore, as is traditional for the winter edition of Perspective, a number of the 
faculty members who presented at the conference were invited to share their 
material in greater detail for this publication. We are grateful and appreciative 
to those who have taken the time to do so and present their works here. 
For those who attended the Fall Faculty Conference, the contents here may 
serve as a review of what you heard or perhaps provide more detail on what 
was originally presented. It is also an opportunity to hear from those whose 
workshop sessions you may have been unable to attend. For those who missed 
the September event, it is an opportunity to glean some new information that 
may prove beneficial to your current knowledge and practices. 

There are many benefits and blessings that come from shared learning, for us 
as instructors as well as the students we teach. May this issue of Perspective 
contribute to that effort for all who invest the time to read it. 
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